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Mr DEAR Faikxo, 


— 


As you received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
ſo walk you in him; and pay no regard to every 
Lo here! and Lo there? Such leaders were never 
ſtrengthened, ſtabliſned, and ſettled upon the Rock 
of Ages; and therefore their ways are moveable. 
The burdened ſoul that is led to the Saviour, the 
dejected ſpirit that is ſettled on the Rock, feels his 
heart fixed, truſting in the Lord: and he is not to 
fly like a bird to the mountain, but to ſtand ſaſt in 
the Lord. His ſtrength is to ſtand ſtill, and ſee 
the ſalvation of God. | 


The ſecret leaven of legal pride, rooted and 


ſpread in the heart, and a ſet of Goſpel notions 
floating in the head, make a compleat and profound 
Antinomian, let the moral conduct be what it may. 
His heart is at Horeb, and his head at Zion. His 
ſoul is bound, only the tongue is free; and what the 
tongue advances, the feelings contradict. The un- 
derſtanding takes pact with the tongue; while an 
unpurged conſcience oppoſes both, knowing there 
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never was any divine application made to the heart: 
ſo that, in time, the accuſations of conſcience become 
too ſtrong for the underſtanding ; and, in order to 
obtain quietude within, ſuch an one is obliged to 
bring the legal leaven out. Then light withdraws, 
and darkneſs ſucceeds; the holy commandment is 
turned from; and ſuch a beginning in the diſpen- 
ſation of the Spirit withers away. The man that 
preaches to pacify a legal conſcience, contrary to the 
light in his head, is ſaid to rebel againſt the light, 
and only to ſpeak a viſion out of bis own heart, and 
not out of the mouth of the Lord. 

The Saviour always deals with ſuch in a condi- 
tional way: © If ye continue in my word, THEN are 
« ye my diſciples indeed; but, if not, they never were 
his diſciples, only in du.. And the Saviour's con- 
ditions ſhew that he knows their hearts; and their 
forſaking his word makes them manifeſt to us. It 
is the Spirit of the Lord's mouth that quickens, in- 
fluences, and inſtructs the ſoul; and it was the ſame 
mouth and Spirit that commanded and dictated the 
word of God: he, therefore, that ſpeaks under a 
divine influence, ſpeaks a viſion out of the mouth 
of the Lord; while he declares to others what God 
has done rox his ſoul, and revealed iu him. 

We have many in our day, who are called God's 
children; and who call themſelves ſervants of Chriſt, 
and of his church; and who procure the titles of 


ſuch, ſecure a comfortable livelihood, and are had 
in 


EPISTLES OF FAITH. 5 


in honour; who are no friends to the Redeemer, to 
his cauſe, nor to his family. © But ſurely I know] 
« that it ſhall go well with them that fear the Lord, 
« with them that fear before him.” God may, in 
time, raiſe up from among yourſelyes one that may 
be enabled to admoniſh, inſtruct, and comfort the 
little company. Two or three have the promiſe of 
his preſence to the world's end; and every private 
worſhipper ſhall find him a little ſanctuary in every 
place where he ſnall come, if he ſeeks him in ſince- 
rity, and in faith. 1 know, to my ſoul's comfort, 
in whom I have believed; and be ye followers of 
me, even as I alſo am of Chriſt. The legaliſt rejects 
the Mediator of the New Covenant—and finds the 
old Mediator nothing but an accuſer : © he accuſes 
* him before God.” And Moſes's teſtimony accuſes 
him in his own conſcience, and his countenance accuſes 
him before the faints: and thus, © by perverting his 
« way, he ſhall ſurely be known;“ and, in time, his 
conduct ſhall accuſe and reproach him for an hypo- 
erite, even before the world. 
They that are partial in the lau of Faith, that are 
partial in the /aw of Truth, and who corrupt the 
covenant of life and peace, (which is the prieſtly co- 
venant, or the covenant of an everlaſting prieſthood, 
in the hand of our great Melchiſedec;) God de- 
clares, the Lord of Hoſts declares, that he will 
make them contemptible and baſe before all the people. 
Read Malachi, Chap. 2. You have ſeen ſomething 
A 3 of 
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of this fulfilled already; and he that will obſerys 
theſe things, ſhall ſee more, 

Tender my kind love to your mother; and tell her, 
I am glad that God has given her a fon who aims at 
a future inheritance, Give my kind love to Walter; 
and to all that reſt in the Saviour, who are knit to- 
gether in love—while I remain, | 


Dear BRETHREN, 
Tour willing Servant, 


In ChRISsT Jesvs, 


PADDINGTON _ | 
J , %. WX. HunTiNGTON, 


TO 
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To THE REVEREND MR. HUNTINGTON, 


WINCHESTER ROW, PADDINGTON. 


My DEARLY BELOVED PASTOR, 


I Have already given you ſo much trouble on 
ſeveral occaſions, that nothing but the hope of re- 
ceiving a word of advice could now prevail with me 
to write again. But what will not a diſtreſſed ſoul 
do, and where will it not fly, when the leaſt proſpe& 
of gaining relief preſents itſelf? And, truly, I am 
now diſtreſſed out of meaſure. What to do, I know 
not; for, do what I will, fin gets the maſtery of me: 
in conſequence of which, I have loſt all hope of ſal- 
vation from it; being ſuch a wretched, ſelf-con- 
demned ſinner, that I cannot believe there 1s any 
mercy for me. My beſetting ſin none but God and 
myſelf (without you gueſs what it 1s) know any 
thing of. But, though my falls into it do not bring 
a public ſcandal on the profeſſion I make, yet that 
text, Happy is the man who condemneth not him- 
* ſelf in the thing which he alloweth, is ſufficient, 
for my conſcience does condemn me. The arrows 
© of the Almighty are within me, the poiſon whereof 
4 drinketh up my ſpirit.” Oh! my paſtor, © the 
e ſpirit of man may ſuſtain the infirmities of the 

„ body, 
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* body, but a wounded ſpirit, who can bear?” 
I think, dear Sir, you are well enough acquainted 
with the luſts and corruptiens of nature, to gather, 
from the hints I have dropt, what my beſetting ſin 
is; and, if you do not think me too far gone, the 
favour of an anſwer ſhall be ranked amongſt the 
foremoſt of the many favours undeſervedly re- 
ceived by, a 


Your ſinful, 
Miſerable Servant, 


SACKYFILLE STREET), 
Or. 1, 1790. 
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TO THE REVEREND MR. HUNTINGTON, 


f WINCHESTER ROW, Abbie ron. 
Mr DEAR PASTOR, 4 
A Week having elapſed ſince the date of my 
laſt, without receiving an anſwer from you, I am 
neceſſitated ro conclude you (at leaſt) think me too 
far gone indeed ; otherwiſe, I think you would have 
preſented ſome foundation for hope, or adminiſtered 
ſome cordial or other to my diſtreſſed, ſin-ſick ſoul, 
Hut, David-like, I look on the right-hand, and on 
the left, but no man ſeems to know me. Therefore 
periſh I muſt, unleſs the Lord, in mercy, put forth 
his hand, and ſnatch me from the pit, ere it ſhut 
it's mouth upon 


Your loft, 
Sinful Servant, 


SACKVILLE STREET, 2 
OCT. 8, 1790. | O. W. 
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TO O. W. 
SACKVILLE STREET, 


Dear FritxD, 


As I have two or three thouſand hearers and 
correſpondents, it cannot be expected that I can be 
at the back and call of every one. Viſiting, receiy- 
ing viſitors, and anſwering letters, would more than 
take up all my time, without either reading, ſtudy- 
ing, or preaching. You know God is faithful to his 
word. If his children fin againſt him, he will vifir 
their ſins with the rod. If they backſlide, they-ſhall 
be filled with their own ways. If they fin through 
all the barriers of filial fear, and ſin away their ſpi- 
ritual ſtrength, the Wiſe Man ſays, they ſhall have 
no rule over their own ſpirit, but be like a city that 
is broken down, and without walls. By whom, or 
by what, a man is overcome, by the ſame is he 
brougbt into bondage. And it is but meet that he 
ſhould feel the yoke of his own tranſgreſſions, and 
for a time be holden with the cords of his own ſin, 
that he may be ſick of his own ways, being filled 
with his own devices. A little of thy preſent exer- 
cife will ſerve to imbitter the works of darkneſs, to 
fill the vicious appetite with ſelf-loathing, to cover 
thy face with ſhame and confuſion, to make thy con- 
ſcience fore, thy heart tender of God, and thy ſpirit 

| more 


— 


EPISTLES OF FAITH. 11 


more meek. I have no doubt but the Lord will 
heal thee in his own time; but my dire is that thou 
mayeſt be tried, and then thy deliverance will be 
more thankfully received ; delivering mercy will 
leave the deeper impreſſion, and a ſenſe of unde- 
ſerved love will leave a more laſting obligation on 
thy weak and unſtable heart, God has got more 
ways to keep us from evil than one. If conſtraining 
mercy will not allure, an army of terrors ſhall deter. 
If we ſin away our liberty, he will lay us in irons. If 
we are not taught by the voice of love, we ſhall be 
inſtructed by a ſtrong hand. If we will be nibbling 
at the devil's baits in a day of proſperity, we ſhall 
be given up to the buffetings of Satan, that we may 
be kept ſrom performing his works in a day of ad- 
verſity. If Paul is in danger of being lifted up into 
the pride of the devil, the fiery darts of the devil 
ſnall keep him humble. I think God has ſhut thy 
ſoul up in priſon, that thou mayeſt be kept from 
evil, and not be ſuffered to bring a reproach upon 
bim. When a man is laid by the heels, bis feet 
cannot be running to miſchief. 

I have prayed for thee, and ſhall, if God permit, 
continue ſo to do; but ſtill my defire 1s, that thou 
mayeſt be tried. Nor ſhall I pray for thy preſent 
deliverance, but for humbling grace, godly ſorrow, 
&c. for, as thou art not fit to be truſted abroad, I 


think thou art much more ſafe in the houſe of cor- 
| rection. 
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| reffion. A man had better be employed in beating 
hemp than in picking of pockets. The former pro- 
cures him a bit of bread, the latter a halter. The 
ſtaff of life is better than a ſhameful death. I 
come to you with a rod, and you juſtly deſerve it. 
Kiſs the rod, and ſubmit to Him that appointed it, 
and all ſhall be well. While I remain, © 


* Yours in the ſervice of CHRIST, 


But not of Folly, 


Wu, HunTinGToN, 


T0 
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To MR. B. 
WELLWYN, EER TS. 


TO ALL THE FRIENDS AT WELLWYN. 


DEARLY BELOVED IN THE LORD, I wisH GRACE AND PEACE 
MAY DI MULTIPLIED AMONG YOU. 


Foun I received, and have conſidered 
the things whereof you wrote unto me. Touching 
the authority of a miniſter, my judgment is this. 
If Chriſt was to ſend an angel from heaven unto me, 
I am fully perſuaded that he would not come to be 
miniſtered unto, but to. miniſter, I ſhould err, if I 
thought him to. be any thing more in office than a 
meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, a miniſtering ſpirit 
to me, and my fellow- ſervant in the miniſtry. © They 
te are all miniſtering ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter to 
* them which are the heirs of ſalvation.” But unto 
the angels hath God not put in /#bjeion the world 
to come, whereof we ſpeak. Nor hath he put the 
heirs of the world to come in ſubjection to angels 
neither. To us there is but one Lord, one Ruler, 
one King. Chriſt hath no copartners in his media- 
torial empire. If the great apoſtle of the Gentiles 
was my paſtor, he could not lord it over my con- 
ſcience, only commend himſelf, or make an appeal 
to that court, Conſcience is the principality of 
Chriſt; and none but Antichriſt would uſurp au- 


thocity, or offer violence there, Paul was a ſervant 
of 
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of Chriſt, and a ſervant of the Church for Chriſt's. 
fake. If he follows Chriſt, I am to follow him; 
if he waits upon his Maſter, he 1s to be honoured 
with double honour; if he does the work of an evan- 
geliſt, he is to be eſteemed very highly in love for his 


 work's ſake; if he feeds me, I am to feed him; if 


I reap of his ſpiritual things, he is to reap of my 
carnal things; if he is as God's mouth to me, I am 
to be obedient by word and deed; bur, if he cannot 
feed me, he hath no authority to ſtarve me; if he 
cannot lead me on, he hath no commiſſion to brivg 
me back: Let not the king hold too many horſes, left 
he bring my people into Egypt, Deut. xvii. 16. And 
a preacher is to have no dominion over my faith, 
left he bring me into bondage. The paſtor that 
loves the Chief Shepherd will feed his ſheep and 
lambs. He is a paſtor after God's own heart that 
feeds his people with knowledge and underſtanding. 
He is a ſcribe inſtructed in the kingdom of God 
who brings things out of his treaſures, new and old, 
And he that gives a portion to ſeven, and alſo to 
eight; is one that deals the doctrines, promiſes, and 
bleſſings of the Goſpel, to the heirs of promiſe; and 
the commandments, threatenings, and curſes of the 
Law, to the children of the fleſh. The faith of ſuch 
muſt be followed, confidering the end of their con- 
verſation. An under-ruler in Zion, is one who can 


_ deſcribe the liberties and privileges of the citizens; 


and a real labourer in the Lord's vineyard, 1s one 
| that 
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that has firſt taſted of the fruits thereof; and there- 
fore can deſcribe the union that ſubſiſts between the 
vine and the branches; and what cluſters they are 
that God calls bitter, and what cluſters they are 
that have a bleſſing in them. God gives you the 
character of thoſe who are ignorant of Zion, and 
blind to the way of the vineyards, in the following 
words: The labour of the fooliſh wearieth every 
cc one of them, becauſe he knoweth not how to go 
* to [this] city.” Eccl. x. 15. And their portion 
te is curſed in the earth, who behold not the way of 
« [this] vineyard.” Job, xxiv. 18. Conſider what I 
ſay, and the Lord give thee underſtanding in all 
things. Follow not theſe, leſt thou learn their ways, 
and get a ſnare to thy ſoul. 

The devil never does more miſchief than when he 
gets into a pulpit, with a grave countenance, a large 
wig, pompous ſpeech, and ſubtle oratory ; when he 
feels for the ſoft paſſions and unſanctified affections 
of fallen nature; tickling them with magic art, and 
calling for a few crocodile tears, which can never 
take away ſin: when he calls the real joys of ſaints 
levity, and the operations of the Spirit enthuſiaſm ; 
when holineſs is made to conſiſt in nothing but out- 
ward ſhew, and a decent carriage; when the name 
Jzsvs is only brought forth juſt to ſerve a baſe pur. 
poſe, and then daſhed from the mind and memory 
of the audience by a long concluſion and applica» 

tion 
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tion of dry morality. * This is Satan transformed, 
* and ſuch are his miniſters transformed.” 2 Cor. 
xi. 14, 15. | | 

Satan beguiled Eve by a ſerpent; and ſuch ſcribes 
are called, by the Saviour, ſerpents and vipers, be- 
cauſe Satan uſes them for the ſame purpoſe of 
beguiling unſtable ſouls. 

Thou art warranted to © go from the preſence of 
& a fooliſh man, when thou perceiveſt not in him 
<« the lips of knowledge,” Prov. xiv. 7. Wiſdom 
will eyer be juſtified of her children ; but a vile per- 
ſon is to be contemned by every citizen of Zion. 

The preacher that hath not the doctrine of Chriſt, 
hath not God, let him be who he will. Ir is an 
honour to withdraw from, yea, to be cut off and caſt 
out of any church, when the preacher and the con- 
gregation have done with Chriſt, if the perſon with- 
draws, or is diſmiſſed, with a GOOD CONSCIENCE. 
Jeſus never revealed himſelf, as the Sox or God, ta 
the blind man reſtored, till he heard that the Rabbi's 
bad caſt bim out, Many, in our days, who could 
find na reſt in a dwindling congregation, nor any 
peace under a declining and degenerating miniſtry, 
have been comfortably received, as ſons and daugh- 
ters of the Lard God Almighty, when they have 
been ſeparated, and come out from among them. 
The miniſtry that does not ſtir the ſoul up, ſettles 


it on the lees. If it does not enlighten you, it will 
| blind 
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blind you; if it doth not eſtabliſh, it will ſtagger 
you; if it doth not enrich you, it will beggar you; 
if it doth not reveal Chriſt, it will obſcure and 
hide him; if it gathers not to him, it will ſcatter 
from him; if it doth not quicken, it will deaden 
the ſoul. An uninſpired preacher is one of Satan's 


rockers: and an unſanctified miniſtry is his myſtical 


opium, by which he lulls ſouls to ſleep in carnal 
ſecurity; and ſends them out of the world in a 
lethargy, to open their eyes in hell. The Lord be 
thy guide and counſellor, 


Wu. HunTINGTON.. 
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TO THE REVEREND MR. HUNTINGTON, 
WINCHESTER ROW, sr. MARY LE BONE, 


ReverenD SIX, 


| T youcn at ſome diſtance from London, 
fame has not heen filent about you, but has reached 
the neighbourhood in which I reſide. About a 
year ſince, your Naked Bow of God” came into 
my hands, which I read with pleaſure, and, I truſt, 
with improvement. Within theſe few days, a friend 
of mine lent me a book of your writing, © The 
* Bank of Faith,” printed in 1789. The remark- 
able diſplay of the various providences of God to 
you, filled me with wonder and amazement. But 
there is one place in it, (page 164) which I cannot 
agree with. What I mean is, that concerning Dr. 
Prieſtley, whom you ſtyle irri verent, and ſuppoſe 
he will be ſerved in another world as you ſerved his 
works in this, Now, for my own part, I think this 
language ſavours of uncharitableneſs; and does not 
cojncide with the words of our bleſſed Saviour, whd 
' ſays, (Matt. vii. 1.) “Judge not, that ye be not 
e judged.” I have always looked upon Dr. Prieſtley 
as a ſtar which gilds with luſtre our diſſenting 
hemiſphere. As I am noways partial to ſophiſtrr, 
but would like to ſee the truth ſet forth in it's proper 
| a colours; 
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colours; and, if I be in an error, ſhould be glad to 
be convinced of it: therefore have ſent this, to ſo- 
licit an explanatory reaſon why you ſpeak in that 
manner of the above-mentioned reverend divine. 
Forgive, Sir, the liberty I have taken; and, if you 
can ſpare time from your great Maſter's work, to 
write me an anſwer, ſhall eſteem it a particular 
favour conferred on 


Your humble Servant, 


KMORFOLK, NOV. 25, 1790. ” bo 
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TO MR. J. W. 
Sin, 


Yours was brought to my hand—and, as 
you have requeſted a reaſon of my aſſertion, I com- 
ply with your requeſt. The text that you have 
quoted, Judge not, that ye be not judged,” is not 
applicable. The ſpiritual man judgeth all things, 
but be himſelf is judged of no man. We are not to 
judge according to appearance, but 70 judge righte- 
ous judgment. We are to judge of a falſe prophet 
by his falſe doEtrine : © By thy words thou ſhalt be 
s juſtified, and by thy words thou ſhalt: be con- 
« demned.” He that condemneth the juſt, and 
ce he that juſtifieth the wicked, are both an abomi- 
nation.“ The latter is wrong judgment, the 
former is right. © The natural man diſcerneth not 
te the things of the Spirit of God; nor can he know 
« them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” 
And, for my own part, I never heard nor fead that 
ever Dr. P pretended to have been born again 
of the Spirit of God, for he denies the ſelf-exiſtence 
of the Holy Ghoſt; conſequently, could never ex- 
pect converſion, regeneration, or any tuition, from 
him, I never heard or read that he ever made any 
pretenſions to theſe things: therefore he muſt be 
deſtitute of faith, for faith is produced under the 

operation 
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operation of the Holy Ghoſt; it is a fruit of his. 
Ia this caſe, he muſt be in unbelief, as all men by 

nature are, and ſuch are condemned already—there- 

fore to juſtify ſuch a one is an abomination. To 

the law and to the teſtimony we are to go; and if a 

man ſpeaks not according to this word, it is becauſe 

there is no light in him—for, as was before obſerned, 
« By a man's words he is to be juſtified, and by his 
e words he is to be condemned.“ 

I believe in my conſcience, and to the beſt of my 
knowledge, that there is not one doctrine of the 
Bible, which is eſſential to ſalvation, but what Dr. 
P-—— has awfully perverted. He has brought in 
damnable hereſies; and, by Divine permiſſion, and 
as a juſt judgment upon the wicked, he has been, 
and will be, the deſtruction of thouſands. Seducers 
ball wax worſe and worſe, deceiving, and being de- 
ceived, If this charge be falſe, find out one doctrint 
that he has fairly ſtated agreeable to the oracles of 
God; and, if God permit, you ſhall have an anſwer 
to it, Had Dr. P-— been toſſed on the billows 
of wrath, even to diſtraction and madneſs, and that 
at times for years together, as many of the elect 
have been; and had he been delivered, by the reve- 
lation of Chriſt to his ſoul, as Paul, and others; he 
would acknowledge, with compunction of heart, the 
diſtinct perſonality, eſſential and eternal OR of 

that great Deliverer. 


33 1 found, 
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- I found, by deep experience, that no mere creature 
could make infinite ſatisfaction to vindictive Juſtice 
for my ſins; and that neither man nor angel could 
perform an obedience, (Rom. v. 19.) nor bring in 
an everlaſting righteouſneſs (Dan. ix. 24.) by the 
imputation of which all the ſpiritual ſeed of Abraham 
ſhould be juftified, (Gal. iii. 6; 7, 8.) Which ſeed 
is ſome out of every nation, kindred, people, and 
tongue, But the mighty God, the Prince of Peace, 
tath done it; and upon this Foundation my foul has 
been fixed, bleſſed with peace and a good hope 
through grace, for theſe ſeventeen years paſt; nor 
ſhall'Dr. P——, or the gates of hell, ever prevail 
againſt this Rock. This is the Doctor's ſtumbling- 
ſtone and rock of offence: and they that ſtumble 
and fall here ſhall be ſnared, broken, and taken; 
or, as the Saviour ſays, Upon whom this Stone falls, 
it will grind him to powder. | 
Three diſtinct perſons in the Godhead, the divi- 

nity of the Saviour, juſtification by faith in an im- 
puted righteouſneſs, regeneration by the Spirit, 
redemption by the Saviour's blood, and peace by 
his all-ſufficient ſacrifice; are ſome of the truths 
which God revealed to my ſoul; and theſe are 


- truths that ſhall never be overthrown, but ſhine 
with divine rays through every falſe gloſs, and will 
ſhine for ever. Theſe truths I have been enabled 
to enforce ever ſince I knew them, and to which 
God hay ſet his ſeal to the converſi jon and regenera- 
tion 


| 
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tion of hundreds, if not of ghouſands ; which is what 
Dr. P—— could never ſay, nor any one of the Arian 
or Socinian gang; nor was one ſoul ever converted 
to the faith of Chriſt by ſuch men. God never ſets 
his ſeal to a lye, nor confirms an uſurper in an office 
aſſumed. God never ſent any man to preach the 
everlaſting Goſpel till he was endued with the Spirit 
of Power from on high. The Goſpel is a diſpenſa- 
tion of the Spirit, not of the letter; the letter killeth, 
but the Spirit giveth life. Uninſpited men run; 
but God has not ſent them, and therefore ſays they 
ſhall not profit his people at all. 

J have no human learning, Sir: what I have is 
what Gop revealed, made known, and applied to 
my own ſoul; whoſe kingdom ſtands not in human 
wiſdom, nor in Worp, but in power, in righte- 
ouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, With- 
out which power, men are ſure to ſtumble upon the 
dark mountains. And the Doctor errs, not knowing 
the Scriptures nor the Powter or Gop. And no 
wonder, when God has © hid theſe things from the 
ce wiſe and prudent, and revealed them unto babes.” 
And it was * for judgment that the Saviour came 
into this world, that thoſe that ſaw not might ſee, 
c and that thoſe who ſee might be made blind.“ 

As to any expreſſion of mine ſavouring of uncha- 
ritableneſs, I wonder not at it's appearing fo to you. 
However, I believe it /avours of TRUTH. He that 
denies the Lord that bought him, brings upon him- 

| B 4 felf 
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ſelf ſwift deſtruction; and he that ſends a ſinner to 
the grave with a he in his right-hand, is the moſt 
uncharitable being of all the human race, for he ſhuts 
up the kingdom of heaven againſt men. Ho the 
heavenly Feruſalem ſhall nothing enter that loveth and 
maketh a lye: and he that adds to the words of 
Chrift, entails upon himſelf all the plagues that are 
written in his book; and he that' takes from his 
word, forfeits all claim to eternal life, and the bleſ- 
- fings of heaven, Rev. xxii. 18, 19. And I do inſiſt 
upon it, that Dr. P—— has perverted almoſt, if 
not altogether, every eſſential truth of the Bible. 
If you have long viewed the Doctor as a ſtar that 
gilds with ſuch luſtre our diſſenting hemiſphere, 
your hemiſphere is very far gone from the true light. 
We greatly differ in judgment: for, was I on my 
death-bed, with the tribunal of heaven in full view; 
and an appeal was to be made to me, to mention, 
with the teſtimony of #ruth and conſcience, the moſt 
preſumptuous ſinner that I knew exiſting in this na- 
tion, I ſhould and would pronounce with my dying 
breath, that the greateſt enemy to truth, and the 
moſt perilous ſtate of ſoul that I ever read or heard 
of, is that of Dr. P-—; nor ſhould I expect any 


reproof or rebuke for ſuch a dying confeſſion, either 
from God, Scripture, or Conſcience. If you would 
like to ſee the truth in it's proper colours, you muſt 
pray the Sun of Righteouſneſs to ariſe and ſhine upon 

you. It is in his light that we ſee light. He is my 


everlaſting 
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everlaſting light, my God, and my glory. And, if 
he ſhines, you will know the truth at once, for 
Chriſt is the Truth and the Life. He is the trutb of 
all the ceremonial types, the end of the Moral Law 
for righteouſneſs, the ſulſtance of the everlaſting 
Goſpel, the true God, and eternal Life. Plead his 
promiſe, Sir—All his children ſhall be taught of 
him; all his ſheep ſhall hear his voice, and receive 
eternal life from him, who is the Reſurrection and 
the Life. And, if he ſhould ſhine upon you, you 
would own at once that the darkneſs is paſt, and 
the true light now ſhineth; and no more call light 
darkneſs, nor darkneſs light; but you would ſee 
the Doctor to bea wandering ſtar, to whom is 
« reſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever, 
(Jude, 13.) and ſay, as Paul did, “that if Dr. P—, 
« Paul, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
« Goſpel than that which Paul preached, let him be 
« ACCURSED.” Pr” 
It was with ſome relutance that I ſat down to 
anſwer yours, becauſe the Scriptures aver, that ifia 
man receive not the truth, in the love cf it, God 
ſends him a sTRONG deluſion, that he may believe 
a lye, and be damned: and, where this appears, I 
find a backwardneſs to interfere, If God gives a 
man up to his deſtruction, the Spirit will not ſuffer 
a man to reclaim him: * He that deſpiſes the word, 


ce ſhall be deſtroyed; and he that errs from the way 


te of underſtanding, ſball remain in the congregation 
« of the dead.“ le 
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Tf you would like to ſee the method in which 
God taught and led me, it is publiſhed in my book 
intituled, The Kingdom of Heaven taken by 
% Prayer.” And, if you chuſe to read the Letters 
which I have publiſhed, you will ſee his teachings 
in the teſtimonies of many more, who have prayed 
to Chriſt as Gop, and have been heard, anſwered, 
and delivered, as well as I. If you reply to this, 
Don't produce your firong reaſons againſt the King 
% Jacob, but bring plain Scripture proof, and 
ce then I ſhall underſtand you:“ 1 ſolicit no favour 

but this, that you will overlook the imperſections, 
as I have not time to write it over again; therefore 
muſt ſend it in the rough. And farther, that you 
would ſpread this before my God and Saviour, and 
aſk him who are his ſervants? who are in the right? 
and whole teſtimony is to be credited, Dr. P——'s, 
or mine? If you do this, you will act as you ought 

to do, and as a ſincere enquirer after truth ſhould do. 
That you may ſo proceed and ſucceed, is the prayer 
and deſire of, Sir, 


Your willing Servant, 


In Cyr1sT Jxsus, 


K® 29, WINCHESTER ROW, = 
'PFADDINGTGN, DEC. 2, 1790. Wu. HuxTixGToON. 
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P. S. We have no Arians, Socinians, nor Se- 
belliaps, that ever were regenerated, renewed, 
born again, or called by grace to the fellow- 
ſhip of Chriſt, None of theſe gentlemen 
ever could produce any ſuch teſtimony. 
Therefore your confidence can only ſtand in 
the cunning craftineſs of a natural, carnal man. 
And, as God 1s true, and every man a lar, 
adhere to the former, but pay no regard to 
the latter: for it is written, © Curſed is the 
© man that truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh 
e his arm; and whoſe heart departeth from 


« the Lord.” 
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TO THE REVEREND MR. HUNTINGTON, 
WINCHESTER ROW, PADDINGTORN, 


REVEREND FATHER IN CHRIST, 


Have been diſappointed ſeveral times 
lately of an opportunity for a little converſation with 
you, I beg leave to drop a few hints on this ſheet of 
paper, the ſubſtance of which I might have men- 
tioned to you perſonally laſt Sunday, when you 
kindly aſked me 1n the veſtry, how I came on, 
Had I given you a direct anſwer, agreeable to the 
frame I was then in, I ſhould have told you that I 
had been going back, inſtead of preſſing on, till I 
found myfelf in a dry land. My harp had been 
hanging on the willows for near a fortnight; and I 
doubt not but you might ſee by my countenance, 
that I was got where the ſongs of Zion can never 
be ſung. As to the Law, that genders to bondage, 
I once thought that this was ſo dead to me wherein 
I was held, and that I was become fo dead to that 
by the body of Chriſt; and that you had eſpouſed 
me to ſo good a huſband, and being really married 
to him, who is raiſed from the dead; that IT ſhould 
never be ſo entangled by it again but I find by 
woeful experience, that let me but wander from 


Jeſus, wherever Meſes was buried matters not, he is 
ſure 
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ſure to find me out. This was the caſe lately; and 
I found, to my coſt, that the motions of fin, which 
were by the Law, began (in a great meaſure) to work 
in my members, to bring forth fruit unto death. My 
heart began to fret againſt the Lord; and, inſtead of 
feeling a grateful ſenſe of his unmerited love to me, 
or being able to praiſe him for what he had wrought 
in me, or done for me, or to bleſs him for the ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes he had made 
me in Chriſt Jeſus, and to truſt in him for all 
things, both for time and eternity; I was almoſt 
ready to curſe the day of my birth; complained of 
my hard lot; and, fool-like, called my own folly, 
the workings of unbelief, and the ſuggeſtions of 
Satan, the work and trial of faith, The light of 
God's countenance was exchanged for the darkneſs 
of the old veil: my ſoul had loſt ſight of her darling 
object; the end of my race, and the glory promiſed, 
were hardly thought of, or looked for; while the 
difficulties of the way were pored over, encreaſed, 
and magnified into ten thouſand unſurmountable 
hills; and every object around me was either quar- 
relled with, or idolized, and made a rival to the 
Saviour; and even my poor wife did not eſcape the 
ſcourge of my tongue, for I told her ſhe bore the 
infallible marks of a reprobate. In ſhort, Sir, I was 
miſerable, and determined to make every body elſe 
ſo; and had I, at certain ſeaſons, met with you, and 
diſcovered your heart to have been happy by the 
| chearfulneſs 
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chearfulneſs of your countenance, I much queſtion 
if all the eſleem and affection I have for you would 
have been ſufficient to have prevented me from en- 
deavouring to have made you as wretched as myſelf. 
Sin was regaining it's former aſcendency, and every 
evidence | had, or ever had, for a time out of ſight; 
and I ſecretly quarrelled with you, laſt Sunday 
morning, at chapel, in my heart, becauſe you did 
not, in your ſermon on Epheſ. iv. 14. make uſe of 
the pap-ſpoon with which you uſed to feed me ſo 
much formerly; for I really wanted to know again, 
whether I had received the bleſſed earneſt you ſpoke 
of, or not: and here | wiſhed you to come down as 
low as you poſſibly could with truth, and which l 
was glad to find you, at times, doing formerly, 
However, I have to bleſs the Lord that matters 
were all made up in the evening. The union was 
cloſe and ſweet; my ſoul returned to her reſt; my 
harp was put in tune; I came ſinging all the way 
home, and my ſpirit has been as happy as it can 
well contain almolt ever ſince. God help me highly 
to prize my liberty, and to ſtand faſt in it! 
Severe as this diſcipline ſeems, and dreadful as it 
is to be under, I know the Lord ſaw it neceſſary. 
I would ſooner beg him to let me have it, (if it did 
not 'torally deprive me of my rationality) rather 
than be ſuffercd to take a part of the Goſpel upon 
truſt; or be left to talk like a fool with the many 


thouſands who believe in London; who, I think, 
; 9 are 
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are no better than the Jews at Jeruſalem in Paul's 
days, who are all zealous of the Law; ſeek to get 
life from the miniſtration of death ; and vainly ftrive 
to produce a courſe of acceptable obedience to God 
by adhering to that as a rule of life, which ſtirs up 
all the natural corruptions of the heart, calls forth 
the- native enmity of the mind againſt God, and 
curſes them and their performances day and night, 
without intermiſſion, However, they will talk 
nonſenſe till God convinces them of their folly one 
way or other, And the inſtruction he is pleaſed to 
give me with his ſtrong hand, I believe I ſhall firmly 
ſtanci to. Which may he grant, for his own glory, 
and my ſoul's preſent and eternal good : and, under 
the influence of his Spirit and grace, ever to prove 
myſeclt 
Your obedient Son, 

In the Faith of the Goseer, 


J. Exvv. 


P. S. My principal intention, when I began this, 
was to tell you an initance of your Book having 
been bleſſed to a young man in the country, a near 
relation of mine, who came to London, and heard 
you for the firſt time laſt Sacrament Sunday; when 
you was remarkably led to ſpeak many words in 
ſeaſon to his ſoul. I have much reaſon to bleſs 
God for the work; but muſt defer particulars till 
another opportunity, | 

| 10 
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TO MR. ELVY, 
N 165, IN THE STRAND. 


cc 
\ Y HAT), my ſon? and what, the ſon of my 


* vows, and mine own ſon in the faith? Give not 


thy ſtrength unto women, my ſon; nor thy ways 


ce to that which deſtroyeth kings.” Thou art mar- 
ried to Wiſdom. © Let her be as the loving hind, 
« and pleaſant roe ; let her breaſts ſatisfy thee at all 


times, and be thou always raviſhed with her love. 


& And why wilt thou, my ſon, be raviſhed with a 
« ftrange woman, and embrace the boſom of a 
& ſtranger?” Caſt out the bond woman; God 
warrants not polygamy. Moſes is an accuſer: and 
Hagar is a diſturber of the houſhold of faith; he that 


_ bideth her, hideth the wind, and the ointment of his 


right-hand, which betrayeth itſe/f—and it betrayed 
itſelf in you. No healing unction comes from, nor 
operates by, legal bondage. God miniſtereth not 


the Spirit by the works of the Law; nor does Chriſt 


profit the foul while it looks there, The earth- 


quake, the wind, and the fire, will find. him out that 


goes to Horeb. Rebellion, the chains, and a dry 
land, are all the ſpoils that are taken from thence. 
Keep thy back on that mount, my ſon. Set thy face 
Zion-ward, and thou ſhalt go from ſtrength to 
ſtrength; and, in paſſing through the valley of 
— Baca, 
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Baca, the well of ſalvation ſhall ſupply thee; and 
Chriſt ſhall deſcend, in a preached Goſpel, like rain 
that filleth the pools, and makes the barren heart a 
ſpringing well. They go from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
cen till they appear before God in Zion. —Bleſſed is 
the man whoſe ſtrength is in God, and in whoſe 
ce heart are the ways of Zion: they ſhall dwell in 
“ God's houſe, and be ſtill praiſing him.“ 

I am glad that your poor wife came off ſo well as 
ſhe did, that ſhe had no other ſcourge laid on but 
that of the tongue, The Law worketh wrath, and 
death too: Sarah herſelf was in no better humour, 
under the government of Hagar, than you was under 
the yoke of Sinai. I would as ſoan meet a bear 
bereaved of her whelps, as meet a child of God re- 
entangled with the yoke of bondage; for he will not 
ſpare in the day of vengeance : and while the wrath 
of the Law, and the corruptions of his heart, are at 
war, © he will not, he cannot, reſt contented, though 
te thou giveſt him many gifts: for jealouſy is the 
©, rage of a man; and ſpiritual jealouſy is * coals. 
** of juntper, a fire that hath a vehement flame.“ 

Secret things belong to the Load, my ſon ; hut 
what is revealed belongs to us, and to our children 
after us. Chriſt Jeſus is revealed to us, and-the 
good-will of God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning us is 
revealed alſo: but the ſepulchre of Moſes is hid; 
the death and burial of Hagar are concealed, The 
ark of the covenant is gone, and nobody kuaws where; 

* neither 
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neither ſhall it come to mind, neither ſhall they remem- 
ber it, neither ſhall they viſit it, neither Hall that be 

done any more, Jer. 111.16. The two tables of ſtone 
are loſt and gone, and it is not revealed what is be- 
come of them; but Chriſt Jeſus remains, the All in 
all: therefore ſeek no ſepulchre but that into which 
thy ſins were caſt; no ark but Chriſt, the Mercy- 
ſeat, Nor have thou any thing to do with the kill- 
ing letter of the Law; keep that faſt nailed to the 
croſs of Chriſt, (Col. ii. 14. —having no power over 
you, who are under Grace. 

It is high time, my ſon, for thee to have dans with 
te ſpoon-meat.” I have fed thee with milk; but 
now thou art able to digeſt ſtrong meat; © for he 
e that uſeth milk is unſkilful in the word of righte- 
4 ouſneſs, for he is a babe.” However, I hope and 
truſt theſe jaunts to and from Zion to Horeb will 
be ſanctified, and give thee a knowledge of different 
climates, and an experience of the influence of diffe- 
rent air, and make thee careful and tender in feel- 
ing after the ſofteſt climes. When Iſrael refuſed the 
waters of Shiloh, that went ſoftly, God brought 
upon them the overflowing rivers of Aſſyria: they 
refuſed the government of David's houſe, and there- 
fore God bowed their necks to violent princes, 
When the yoke of Goſpel obedience is not prized, 
the yoke of legal bondage is ſoon felt, When a 
cloſe adherence to the Mediator lacks, the accuſa- 
tions of Moſes come on; and ſuch an one finds the 

Wile 
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Wiſe Man's ſaying true, A wiſe ſervant ſhall have 
rule over a ſon that cauſeth ſhame, and ſhatl have part 
of the inheritance among the brethren. But it is a ſon 
that cauſeth ſhame, by perverting his way, that is to 
feel the rigorous rule of this ſervant Moſes. 

I wiſh the Law would ſerve all the advocates of 
Moſes as it ſerved thee—then we ſhould have alittle 
more contention for the faith once delivered to the 
faints. But, alas! alas! they have not got the Law; 
the commandment has not come with power to their 
hearts; they play with the term Law, but never felt 
the war; they ſee the letter, but are inſenſible of the 
ſentence; the hand-writing is before them, but the 
bondage is not felt in them; they contend for the 
precept, not being galled with the yoke ; they ad- 
mire that covenant, being ignorant of their chains, 
and all for the want of /ife. Should God ever 
quicken them, and permit the wrath of the Law, 
and the carnal enmity of their minds, to meet to- 
gether in their ſouls, they would ſoon renounce the 
plea of the phariſee, and adopt that of the publican, 
«© God be merciful to me, a finner!” Until this is 
the caſe, nothing but vain jangling can be expected 
from them. A contention for counterfeit holineſs, 
and a courſe of ſecret wickedneſs; human pride, 
and Divine diſpleaſure ; ſelf-righteouſnels, and the 
wrath of God; confidence in the fleſh, and the 
curſe of the Law; always go hand in hand, God 

C 2 hath 
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hath joined theſe together, and no man ſhall put 
them aſunder. One of the worſt enemies to the 
power of godlineſs under heaven, and the moſt 
deſperate invader of the rights. and privileges of 
the ſaints, is a bond-child in a ſheep's-ſkin, or « 
hypocrite in Zion, Farewel, my ſon. 


Ever thine, 


In the Truth of the Gosrzr, 


WH, HunTINGTON, 


10 
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TO THE REVEREND MR. HUNTINGTON, 
WINCHESTER ROW, PADDINGTON, 


— 


REVEREND AND DEAR SIR, 


I: may be that you will receive this with ſome 
degree of ſatisfaction, notwithſtanding all my doubts 
and fears to the contrary. I have had a particular 
deſire to ſee you, or to write to you, ever ſince the 
14th of November laſt, to inform you of the glori- 
ous deliverance God was pleaſed to favour me with 
under your miniſtry. Perhaps you will fay, What 
« prevented your writing or ſeeing me?” I thought 
that, if I could ſee you, my converſation would be 
ſo contrary to yours, that you would not have pa- 
tience to hear me talk; and, if I wrote, the ſtile 
would be ſo poor, that it would not be worth your 
while to read it over, or that you would have no 
patience with it. I ſometimes prayed earneſtly to 
God, that he would be pleaſed to throw you pro- 
miſcuouſly in my way; then I thought I ſhould have 
a ſweet opportunity to begin with you. At other 
times, I thought-I would way-lay you going home 
from your chapel ; but, upon the back of that, came 
fear of giving you offence. And, upon the whole, 
I can compare myſelf to nothing ſo much as to a caſk 
filled with new ale, cloſe ſtopped, having no vent, and 
ready to burſt, if you will allow me the expreſſion. 

IE | C 2 Dear 
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Dear Sir, I humbly crave your pardon and pa- 
tience; and I wilt tell you, that I have lived here 
going on ten years; and the firſt three or four years, 
J had continual doubts and fears about fucceeding 
in buſineſs, ſo as to be able to live in credit, and to 
pay every one their own. I often thought, that if 
theſe fears were done away, I ſhould be the happieſt 
man living. Soon after, theſe doubts and fears left 
me; and you muſt know, Sir, I began to grow 
ſeucy, not minding trifling cuſtomers; and, at lei- 
ſure moments, I looked round me, and ſaid to my- 
ſelf, „I think I have got ſo and fo in ſtock :” then 
compared debtors againſt creditors, and fuppoſed 
them to be about equal; that is, I thought I had 
about as much owing me as I owed; which brought 
many vain wild notions into my head; ſuch as, 
having no occaſion to confine myſelf ſo much to 
| buſineſs— for to this day, I can ſay, I never waſted 
one hour. However, God was pleaſed to ſhew me 
better things; for, I believe, the firſt time I had 
theſe vain thoughts, this text of Scripture came with 
ſo much power to my mind, as to make me ſtagger, 
What does it profit a man, if he gain the whole world. 
and leſe his own ſoul? _ | 

For near two years, (as is ſaid in the Young Man's 
Companion) Cuſtom became a cruel tyrant ; and, 
the more I built upon falſe hopes, the cloſer I was, 


= purſued by the above text; till, at times, it made me 
8 croſs and churliſh, that I offended many of my 


cuſtomers; 


> 
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cuſtomers ;' and, to this day, I have the name of a 
croſs, ill-tempered man. However, (to make uſe 
of your words) Conſcience did it's office, and I was 
forced to church; and ſtrove to bring all the forms 
of prayer to my own feelings, but without ſucceſs. 
As for the preacher, I have not the leaſt word to ſay 
againſt him, for I believed him to be a miniſter of 
the Goſpel, (as far as I could then judge) under 
which God was pleaſed to open my underſtanding 
in ſome meaſure, and to ſhew me the plague of my 
own heart, This inward work took up all my atten- 
tion; inſomuch, that if any neighbour, who went to 
the ſame place, accoſted me going home, (which was 
often the caſe) with a Good morning to you; what 
ce a rapid increaſe they make in building!” I knew 
not what they ſaid, but would often call upon them 
for their queſtion while they were waiting for my 
anſwer; and I was as compleatly miſerable as it was 
poſſible for a creature to be, notwithſtanding all my 
falſe hopes that I had been hanging upon. What 
ailed me, I knew not; and I believe, had it not been 
for the fear of being damned, I could have put an 
end to my exiſtence, 
The firſt thing that I generally did, when I came 
home, was to pick a quarrel with ſome of my family: 
then, to appeaſe conſcience, had recourſe to bottle 


and glaſs. I remember, about this time, I ſpent a 


great part of one Lord's day with two wiſe men, as 
the world calls them; and, at that time, I thought 
C 4 | ſo 
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ſo too. I well remember, they repeated many paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, and then turned the meaning of 
them into ſhocking ridicule ; and, for my own part, 
I hardly knew at that time what it was that they 
called Scripture. However, (to my ſhame I ſpeak 
it) I remember being in a paſſion the next day with 
my Maker, and accuſing him with ingratitude and 
injuſtice, for not making me ſo wiſe as they were; 
for I was not at all able to join in converſation with 
them, but ſat like a fool (as I thought) in company 
with men of wiſdom. As for the name of a Methodift 
at this time, it was as bad to me as a blaſphemer of 
God's word would be now: and as for you, and your 
congregation,” was of all others the moſt deſpicable 
in my eyes; for, thought I, a preacher, and no 
human learning, or no learning at all! none of our 
forms of prayer! which none but the moſt mad and 
vile would deny the uſefulneſs of! And likewiſe your 
wrong way of giving the Sacrament! not knowing 
that God meant me to take it the firſt time at your 
hands. Under fuch ſtrange ideas as theſe, Sir, I 
ſhould have been very ſorry for the hem of my gar- 
ment to touch you, or any of your followers, for 
fear of infection. However, as God is pleaſed to 
work all things after the counſel of his own will, 
he was' pleaſed to alarm me more than ever under a 
ſermon at our church. The text was the ſpeech of 
Manoah's wife to her huſband : But his wife ſaid 
wnto him, I the Lord were pleaſed to kill us, he would 
| not 
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wt have received a burnt-offering and a meat- offering 
at our bands; neither would he have fhewed us all 
theſe things; nor would, as at this time, have told us 
ſuch things as theſe, Judges, xiii. 23. Thoſe words 
have many a time ſince been very comfortable to me 
in times of temptation. I do think the text was 
well handled : for I appeared, under the diſcourſe, 
as black as the tents of Kedar; and was too heavy 
laden to ſupport myſelf under the load; and ſo fear- 
ful that any of my uſual companions ſhould get hold 
of me, that I took my road acroſs the field where no 
path was; and, when I was got far from any perſon, 
ſo that I knew none could hear me but God, with a 
half broken heart, and a flood of tears, I called 
loudly upon God, in the following words, as near as 
can remember: O Lord God, thou beſt knoweſt 
« what ails me; thou knoweſt my heart is like the 
© troubled ocean. What do I want! what is it I 
« want! Pray, God, give it me, for none but thou 
« cant, Is ir Chriſt? Surely it is Chriſt that I 
ec want!” And never ſhall I forget how boldly 
Satan ſtepped in immediately, with ſuch blaſphemy! 
and ſet the Saviour that was to comfort me, and has 
comforted me, in ſo mean a light before me, that 
tongue cannot expreſs it; and as though a voice had 
ſaid, „Will you bemean yourſelf to think any thing 
* of ſo mean a figure as Chriſt!” And, after ſetting. 
him before me, the moſt deſpicable figure that ever 
eye beheld; nay, more ſo—for- I don't ſuppoſe the 
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beſt artiſt living could draw or make any thing ſo 
frightful, though in ſome meaſure like the human 
ſpecies I never can forget, neither the devil's plot, 
nor the ſpot of ground. I ſhould have added 
Says Satan, Can you ſuppoſe, that Mr. ſo and fo, 
ec and Mr. ſo and ſo, thoſe wiſe men, would bemean 
e themſelves to think any thing of that mean figure 
« Chriſt,” &c. &c. After the conflict was over, 
which might be near ten minutes, I went home; 
though, had I not been in fear of damnation, I 
would as ſoon have gone to meet death: however, 
the beſt comfort I then knew of, was the uſual one, 
the bottle and glaſs. _ 

Now the fulneſs of time * near: for, in the 
afternoon of the ſame day, fitting with my wife only 
in company, I ſaid to her, after about one hour's 
thinking of it, © There are two preachers in Lon- 

% don I have a deſire to hear.” Says ſhe, © Who 

& ate they?” — Why, your favourite Berridge, and 

« the much talked of Huntington, the Coalbeaver ; 

de for, I think, there muſt be ſomething particular 

4c jn him.''—— Dear Sir, I hope I ſhall not offend 

you, for I cannot write the truth without what I 

have ſaid. My wife anſwered, „Well, fo do.” 

And after tea, the ſame evening, off I ſet to hear you, 

unknown to any perſon living but her, for I could 

not bear for any perſon to think I would go into 

2 Methodiſtchapel: fo I went, more like a thief 
| than any thing elſe, looking back, ſuppoſing all my 
neighbours 
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neighbours watched me. When I got near the door, 
I made as though I meant to paſs by. When oppo- 
ſite, I looked back, and thought none ſaw me, and 
in I ſhot, and went into a free ſeat upon the leſt- 
hand from Riding-houſe Lane. All the time of 
ſinging the two hymns, and your. prayer, my time 
was ſpent in making remarks. However, when you 
had taken your text, and ſaid about two or three 
words, I never remember, ſince I drew breath, re- 
ceiving ſuch a ſhock. I have been electrified, but 
that was only. bodily, but this ſhook both body and 
ſoul. I did not intend, when I went, to tell any 
perſon where I had been: but that intention was 
done away; for I was impatient to get home, that I 
might tell how I had been ſurprized and entertained. 
I thought the following week very long. I much 
wanted Sunday evening to come again. When the 
time came, I went into the ſame ſeat, and found 
myſelf more and more ſatisfied. The Sunday even- 
ing following, I went again, and God was pleaſed to 
open my underſtanding to a greater degree: for, 
Juſt as you concluded, I was upon fainting away 
with the power of the diſcourſe; I had juſt ſtrength 
enough to get into the next houſe. Luckily for me, 
I was acquainted with the people; and I aſked for a 
little brandy, which they gave me, and aſked me, 
* what Mr. Huntington had ſaid?” I told them, 
a thouſand times more than ever I had heard before, 
agd a thouſand times more than I thought was in the 

power 
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power of man to ſay; and my anſwer was mixed with 
many tears. By this time, the brandy, the words, 
and the tears, had eaſed me a little. After this, my 
deſire did not abate to hear you, but the contrary. 
I took two tickets for the gallery : and, however 
ſtrange and ſhameful it may appear, I ſat, for many 
months after this, (as is common for people in the 
Church) as if there was no preaching at all. After 
which time, God was pleaſed to take me in hand 
again, and effectually convinced me that no good 
thing dwelt in me. I was now able to underſtand 
what true doctrine was; and, the more J heard it, 
the more I wanted to hear it, notwithſtanding it was, 
as it were, tearing me limb from limb. But God 
kept me to it; and I had a deſire to know the worſt 
of myſelf, not knowing where it would end. Still 
matters kept getting worſe and worſe; inſomuch, 
that the whole Bible ſtood point blank againſt me, 
and my God appeared more angry than it is poſſible 
to deſcribe: and when I ſaid my prayers, if I might 
have had all the world, I durſt not have called him 
my God, or my Father. It was uſual for me to aſk 
God to enlighten my underſtanding, that I might 
know my heart, And I likewiſe petitioned for you, 
as well as I was able, till at laſt I durſt not aſk God 
ro ſhew me my heart any more; for I thought God, 
in anſwer to my prayer, opened my underſtanding, 
and ſhewed me ſuch depths of iniquity, that if I pre- 
ferred another petition, and it was anſwered, I ſhould 
N | es 
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not be able to ſtand it, for, of late, I had been all 
but fainting under every diſcourſe I heard, 

At this time an acquaintance came to my houſe ; 
and I was always ready to hear what any perſon ſaid 
of you, and of your doctrine, and of the Scriptures ; 
and took every opportunity of ſetting them to talk- 
ing. I aſked this old Arminian, what he thought of 
the word of God? As for you, he could ſcarcely 
bear your name; and God's Book, he ſaid, was only 
part truth. He being a perſon whom I took to be 
a man of ſenſe, he ſtripped me of all. And a moſt 
miſerable week I had of it! At every opportunity, 
I was praying that God would be pleaſed to conduct 
me where the truth was preached. * It muſt be at 
« Church,” thought I, © and there I muſt go 
ce again.” When Sunday morning came, I went 
out, not knowing whither I went, praying God to 
ſend me where he pleaſed. While I was thinking, 
I was got almoſt to your chapel before I knew where 
I was. I then thought it was God's will that I 
ſhould go there: and ſure enough it was; for, had 
you known my caſe, and what the old robber had 
ſaid, you could not have trimmed him more; which 
made me more happy than I had ever been before. 
But, after this, I never came away without my 
flogging. And I remember taking great notice of 
the people ſhaking of hands, ſmiling, and dropping 

into comfortable converſation, when ſervice was 
over; which did not at all pleaſe me, for it was als 
molt 
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| moſt all I could do to keep my hands off chem: I'fo 
envied them their happinefs. 

One day, going out of the chapel with my hat in 
my hand, (for it is uſual for the men to put on their 
hats as ſoon as you have done) an old woman ac- 
cofted me in the following words: Ah! you are a 
« good man, for not putting on your hat.“ Which 
ſo enraged me, by calling me good, that I knew not 
how to contain myſelf, or to keep my hands off her 
| head. I ſaid to her, © How dare you call me good, 
« ſeeing there is none good but God? You are a 
c fool.” This was in the month of October laſt; 
by which time God had, by your mouth, 'made me 
to know that there was nothing good in me; and 
that all that was worth having muſt come from 
Chriſt, notwichſtanding my former contending for 
' "Self, as a party concerned. " 

One Sunday night, I think the laſt day of Ofto- 
ber, being in private prayer, I was never more bleſt 
with freedom of acceſs to God. I was enabled to 
ſay to him, that I was ready to ſubmit to his will, 
be it what it would: felf, and every thing ſhort of 
him, was quite out of the queſtion. I do aſſure you, 
Sir, it was ſtrictly as I tell you, I felt, at the ſame 
time, as though all my ſtrength was going from me; 
and the bleſſed moments that ſucceeded, words can- 
not expreſs; for, while on my knees, Jeſus Chriſt 
came to me, by the power of his Spirit. I felt ſuch 
1 and heard a ruſhing, juſt as though a cart- 

load 
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load of dry ſtraw was drawing in at my-room-door. 
This ſhook my whole frame, The-Lord immediately 
took poſſeſſion of my heart, and I was more feaſible | 
of it than I am able to expreſs. I caught hold of the 
bed-poſt, and cried out, My Lord and my God!“ 
and then walked about the room, laughing for joy, 
Had any perſon heard or ſeen me, he would have 
thought I was mad. Notwithſtanding I had got 
hold of my dear Lord, I could not keep him; for 
in leſs than two days, I think, I had loſt him, and 
all my comfort, Then it was Satan's turn; who 
told me, it was all imagination. But the text before- 
mentioned was now very comfortable to me Had 
he been pleaſed to have killed us, he would not have 
ſhewed us all theſe things, nor have told us ſuch things 
as theſe. And I ſaid to myſelf, ** I think, if God 
« meant to ſend me to Satan, he never would have 
brought me to life again. You will, perhaps, think 
this bringing to life again ſtrange: but, however 
ſtrange, it is as plain to me as any other part of thin 
letter; and I will tell you about it. 

When about nine or ten years old, I bad a bad 
fever, which laſted, I think, about five months. 
So very ill was I toward the laſt month, that every 
day was expected to be my laſt ;* and one day, no- 
thing would ſerve me, but I would get up, notwith- 
ſtanding all entreaties to the contrary. I was got up, 
and fat upon a low ſeat, with my head upon my kind 
mother's knee. Soon after, ſhe perceived me change, 

as 


\ 


* 
5 . 
bs, * 
J 


13 * —— Ae. 
1 | 


48 0 krtsriks or FAITH, 
a8 if for death: and I remember, as well as if it was 
but yeſterday, that I thought I was going to depart; 
defired, my mother not to fret; was going to ſay 


44 


more, but could not, as my utterance was gone. 


Then 1 became as a dead corpſe : I was taken to 


my bed; and ſeveral people were called in to ſee me, 
who made preparations for laying me out. I lay in 
this ſtate about an hour; and, when breath was per. 
ceived, and I ſpoke, none of the people would be. 
lieve it; and, in about half an hour, I was ſo altered, 


that you would ſcarce have known I ailed any thing. 


You know, Sir, it was only for our Saviour to ſay, 
« Lazarus, come forth!” and it was done + 55 

1 humbly beg your pardon for taking up ſo much 
of your time, particularly with the laſt obſervation, 
25 not being a part of my ſubject ; but muſt beg your 
patience a little longer. If you remember, Sir, 
upon the fourteenth of November laſt, in the morn- 


ing, you took your text from Jaiab, Chap, xiv. 


Ver. 10, 11. © Fear thou not, for I am with thee. 
* Be not diſmayed, I am thy God, I will Arengtben 
© hee, &c. From which text, however, you did 
not preach, being led quite away from it in your in- 
troduction. When you had finiſhed, you ſaid you 
had taken a text, but had not preached from it. Lou 
did not often ſerve us ſo; but, as God ſhould help 
vou, we ſhould have it in the evening. So dead was 
T under this diſcourſe, that I don't know that I was 
able to carry home ſcarcely a word, not knowing 
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